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A TRVE CHRISTIAN 


Subje&t under a Heathen Prince; 


or TERTULLIANS plea for Allegeance, argued 
in time of the ſixth Perſecution under the Emperour 
SEVERUS, Ann. Dom. 20 4. 


Recantes (u- 
mus ſemper 
pro omnibus 
[mperators- 
bus, vitam illis prolixaem, 
Imperium ſecurum, domun 
intam, exercitue fortes, Se- 
natum fidelem, populum pro- 
bum, orbem quictum, que- 
cunque hominis ' & Czla- 
ris vois ſunt, Cap. 33. 
Imperatorem Dominus n0- 
fter elegit : ut merits dixe- 
rim , nofter eff magis Cz- 
ſar, «s a Dco noſtro 
conſtitutu , itaque ut meo 
plus ills operor in ſalutem. 
Cap. 36. /idem ſumus Im- 
peratoribus , qui Of Vicins 
noſtris, male enim velle, 
male facere, male dice- 
re, male cogit ave de quo- 
qnam x 4440 VLAN » 


a2 E alwaycs pray 

4 for all Emperors, 
FT that they may 
enjoy along life, 
ſecure Empire, ſafe manli- 
on,ſtrong Armics, faithfull 
Counſell, good Subjeds, 
quiet times, and whatſoc- 
ver may be his wiſh as a 
man, andas a Cefar : itis 
our Lord who hath choſen 
the Emperour : and [ may 
juſtly lay, Czſer is more 
ours then yours, as being 
conſtituted by or God: and 
therefore I doe more la- 
bour for his ſafety, hee be- 
ing my King. Wearethe 
{ame to the Emperours, 
as We are tO our own neigh- 
bours, for wee arc equally 
forbidden to with ill,do ill, 
{peak ill,think ill ofany ma. 


Laodcunque 


DQuodcangue non licet tn 
Imperajorem , id nec in 
gquenquam : quod in nemi- 
nem, eo forſitan mage 
nec in ipſum qui per De- 
um tantus eff, Heſter- 
## ſumw, & veſtra om- 
nia implevimw, Vrbes, 
Inſulas, Caſtella, Manici- 
pia,Conuliabula, Caſtra 4 
ſe, Tribus, Decurias, Pala- 
tium, Senaturs, Forum, 
ſola” wvobis relinquimus 
Templa,Cui bello non ido- 
neci,non prompti fuiſſemm, 
Elzam impares cops, que 
tam libenter trucidamur ? 
Si non apud iſtam diſci- 
plinam mags occidt lice- 
vet,quam occidere. Potui. 
aus of inermes, nic Re- 
belles, ſed tentummodo diſ- 
cordes ſolius divertts anwi- 
dia adverſus - vos dimi- 
caſſe, Si enim tanta vis 
bominum in aliquem 0r- 
buy remoti ſinum abru- 
piſſemus a vobs,, ſuſfudiſ- 
ſet utique Dominationem 
veſtram tot qualiumcun. 
gue amiſſio crvium, imo 


(2) 
Whatſoever is not lawfull x- 
_- the Emperour,is unlaw- 

ull roward any other : what 
may be done unto no man, 
ſo much the rather may 
not be done unto him, who 
through God is {Oo greata man. 


' Wee are but of yeſterday, yer 


have wee filled all places a- 
mong yon, Cities, Iſlands, 


' Cittadels, Boroughs, Afem- 


blies, your very Campe, your 
Tribes of the — = 
ple, Decuries ofthe Judges, 
the Palace, the Senate,the Ju- 
dicatories, we onely leave to 
you your Temples. For what 
Warre are not wee fit and 
ready, though wee were 
fewer in number, who ſo 


willingly are put to death? Bur 


that wee are taught that it is 
more lawfull ro be laine, then 
to kill. Wee ( even without 
Armes, and without Rebel- 
ling )if wee differed from you 
inthe ill will of a Diviſion on- 
ly,could fight enough againſt 


you.Forif we(ſogreata force) 


ſhould breake from you into 
any remote corner of the 
world, ſo-great a loſe of Citi- 
zens (luch as wee are, whatſo- 
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friam & deſtitutione pu- 
niſſer. Procul dabio expa- 
wiſſetis ad ſolitudinem 
wveſtram, ad filentium re- 
rum, & luporem quemaa 
quaſi mortue urbis,queſiſ. 
ſetis quibus in earmper- 
a(ſetis, Plares hoſtes quam 
erves remanſiſſent. Nunc 
enim pauciores hoſtes ha- 
betis pre mulittudine 
Chriſtianorum pent omni- 
#78 CHUIWm, ene omves C1- 
wes Chriſtianos haben- 
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(3) 
ever you thinke ofus) would 
undermine your Empire: I,and 
puniſh you enough even with 
a mcere delertion. Withour all 
doubt,you would have ſtarted 
at your owne ſolitude, at the 
dumbneſſe of things, andin a 
certaine amazement as of a 
dead City,you would have en- 
quired for people over whom 
to reigne. You would have 
found more enemies,than Ci- 
t1zens, For,even now you have 
the fewer enemies, by reaſon 
of the multitude of Chriſtian 


Cirizens, having almoſt all 
CitizensChriſtian amongyou, 


SISEZENTZANES SE AGK 
eA pplication to the Citizens of fa- 


mous OND ON. 


Thus Tertuſlian, from the very Principles of our 
Chriſtian Religion, doth plead the harmeleſle innocency, 
the willing obedience,and due ſubjeRtion of Primitive 
Chriſtians,cventoirreligious heathen,and ro perſccuring 
Kinges.!s Religion Changed? or have our Princes leſfe 
duty owing unto them then the Heathen had*ls Buchan. 
an wile,and Tertalhan a foolels Machiavelltruc and Ter- 
tullan falle? Are Iunins Brutus, Burrowes, Parker, | 4 ( 
good SubjcAs,and was Termulian a Traytor? will _ 

value 


p" (12) . 

wvalne feditions Pamphlets,and deſpiſe the ancient when 
they ſpeake Orthodoxe? Are weleſle bound to tho ſa- 
cred Text then our Fathers were? Is our Charter of Li- 
berties more then God gave to his firſt Saintes? Have 
we leave to beleſle Chriflianthen they were? Is Cbardes a 
Perſecuter,or was Severns a Pious Prince? It isa ſhame 
to plead ſo plaine a canſe, Noe ſalve can cure a wilfull 
diſtruſt. Three thinges there are, which once (deepely 
infe&ted,are never fully cured : Hereſy, Lunacy, and lea» 
louſy. Bur God confound their Purpotes, who not being 
doubtfull in themſelves, do yet create and nurſe up the 
tealouſfies of others, wherewith to worke their owne 
darke ends, Miſerable are the people who reſolue to ſee 
onely with their cares . Demonſtration will not con- 
vincethem. Their eare is tickled that here is an Army 
of Papiſts, when yet we goe to the Proteſtant Church, 
and there performe all the oppoſites to papall ſuperſti- 
tion. Awake,and ſce how your ſoules are ſorted, by 
giveing them up to theſe deluſions. Eaſe your ſelves and 
us by owning the goodneſle of our King, who gladly 
would owne your love in a due ſubjeaion. Spare your 
ſelves, your wives,your fortunes,and your children, All 
are now ready to be expoſed for that which may be 
given you without a ſtroake ; Nay which is offered to 
you, and is onely hindered by the wicked miſ-interpre- 
tation of a few falſe men abont you. Do not ſay you de- 
ſire peace, but give itto us and to your ſelves by leaving 
impeached Traytors to ſtand or fall alone, What is Py, 
what are Hollys, Hampden, Haſelrig,and Strode,what Kim- 
bolton,and a few men more,that they may not undergoe 
the tryall of our Lawes? Aſke any one of them alone, 


and if hee have not innocency cnough ro offer himſelfe 
ro 


(r3) 

| *tothetryall,yet hee will have ſhameenovugh to ſay, hee 
is not affraid to be tryed: Hee hath not brafſe enough ro 
fay,l will not be tryed by the Law of theLand.whether 
theſe men(and others)be guilty or innocent, will you 
for ever undoe this kingdome, rather then let us know 
whether they be innocent or no? what have they deſer- 
ved that you and thouſands more muſt feele the ſword, 
for them that were the cauſe to un-ſheath it * who ever 
did tread downe all that is deare unto us {o,as they have 
done? who ever laboured to raiſe us up into ouriuſt li. 
berries, as the King hath done? The King doth plead 
our Lawes for us, and they pay bim againe with Votes. 
The King doth owne our true Religion, whilſt a faQtion 
among you, doth cheriſhand multiply ſchiſmes with 
ood allowance. His Majeſty doth argue the Subjects 
Libenry, whilſt wee are by fellow Subjects rifled and 
impriſoned. Heethought to have enioyed his owne 
Property in Hull, and was denyed; but Prophecied then 
that theſe men next would invade your property alſo, 
as now is done. Looke to the twentieth part, which is 
bur a ſetting dogge to-ſhew where the covey of nineteen. 
are.what hopes | you of prevailing in this warre {o 
full of doubts, changes,neceſhties, feares, diſtruſts ; and 
ſo many among youſeven of your Leaders)rruer rothe 
King,then you wiſh or are aware of? I ſpeake the free- 
dome of a firiend, Do-not pur us to winne the King his: 
right againe with our {words: perhaps the coniequen- 
ces may reach farther then we wiſh,or you yer do feare, 
And what would you do, if you ſhould once prevaile? 
How often muſt you tight again and againe? how many 
viRories upon victorics muſt you get, and yet fall ſhore 
againe* 


(3) 


again,for our Gratious King,and our deare blacke Prince 
ſhall Gill revive with new ſtrength to ſubdue you. God 
cannot leavethe Xie in this the juſteſt warre ( on his 
ſide)that ever Chriſtian drew aſword in. Give up thoſe 
few traytor citizens among you. Lay down your armes, 
and give the land no farther cauſe to wiſh our beſt City 
a heape of ſtones. 


Your friend, more then 


they who Votefor Warre, 


Irxznzus Paitoroilts, 
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